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In the words of the Grand Duke Niuholas'
official report "the difficult and complicated
task of crossing the Danube is achieved."
The Russians have already established a

foothold in Bulgaria, from which it will be
Impossible to dislodge them. Along the
entire line of 280 miles the most

desperately aggressive operations were

limultaneously begun. For three days the
placid waters of the Danube have flowed
through the infernal regions. The Herald
sorrespondents in the field have forwarded
their reports to the chief office in Bucharest,
whence it is torwarded at once to this point.
The detailed narrative of the crossing at
Bistova is another brilliant achievement for
the Herald's correspondents at the front.

THE DAT BEFORE THB CROSSING.

Daylight broke on Tuesday serene and
apparently unpromising of great events;
but it soon transpired that it was

the day on which tho active prepara¬
tions for the passage of the river
were to be concluded. From the Bus-
sian batteries on the Boumanian bank,
along the entire line, cannonading began
in earnest The bombardment of Bust-
chuck had been dreadful up to this time
and had tended to cause a general move¬

ment of Turkish troops toward that lo¬
cality.

NIGHT ON THE BIVEB's BANK.

In every. Russian camp along the great
river the men were inspected during the
day. The arms were examined, and the

cartridges were seen to be full oount. The

troops quartered in towns passed the night
more agreeably than those who slept in the

open field, because the latter were com¬

pelled literally to sleep with their guns
in their hands.

TBI GRAND ADVANCE.

On Wednesday the first move in the
descent into Bulgaria was made at Kalarash.
The bombardment of Widdin, Nicopolis,
yistova, Rustchuk, Tnrtnkai and Silistria
continued in a more furious manner. The
scenes of destruction reported from Rust¬
chnk repeated themselves in every Turkish
town assailed.
BEATINO BACK THE TURKS AT NICOPOUS.

The crossing at Nicopolis from Turnu-
Mngureli was witnessed by the Czar, who
sat on horseback on the summit of
Mount Grapavi. The Turks made a

desperate resistance with every avail¬
able man whom they could mus¬

ter. Opposing the landing were ten
Turkish battalions and eighteen field can¬

non. Savage fighting took place on the
banks and in a little time the corpses were

thickly strewn there. Still the Russians
came on ; for every man killed, ten were

ready to take his place.
VdHOO HXHOIZ BHX

The Eighth Russian corps, under the
command of General Radetsky, embarked
behind the i&land of Vardin, opposite the
mouth of the Jantra, some distance below
the town of Simnitzo. The Fourteenth di-
v, .on covered the embarkation with field
artillery and sharpshooters.

RESISTANCE OP THE TCRES.

The Turkish force opposing this move¬

ment was soon reinforced from the neigh¬
boring towns of Bjela, Batin, Nowigrad and
other points, tut they did not arrive in
time to crush the first parties of Russians
that landed, and w«re met on the shore by
in overwhelming force, whioh drove them
back by a tremendous musketry tire.

two feints *ade.

Attempts at crossing made by the Russians
at Rustchuk and Turtukoi were unsuccess¬

ful. These movements were evidently
feints to oocupy the attention of the Rust¬
chuk, Turtukoi and Silistria garrisons.

THE CROmilfO AT SIRTOVA.

The Herald correspondent #ith the Bus-
aian Eighth corps, whioh crossed at Sistova,
reports, under date of Wednesday, from the
Bulgarian side, after the succossful exe¬

cution of the movement, that the prepara¬
tions for the crossing at that point
began in the swampy moadows below
gimnitza, where the troops wero asscm-

THE RUSSIANS CEOSS THE DANUBE.
Map of the Yalley of the Danube, Showing the Places Where the Russians Have

Crossed Into Bulgaria.

The fortress of Widdin, or Wtdin, is situated on (bo
right bank of tbe Danube, sud near tbe curvo where
the rtvor begins its easterly courso Between Houmauia
and Bulgaria. The shape ot the town Is tbat ol a semi-
circle, the river front forming the diameter.
The citadel, or what was regarded as such,
Is on tho western side of tbe town, but
does not fulfil the requirements of such a place
ol strength In mode/a warfare. The land defoaces
are now an old enceinte of Irregular trace and several
outworks of comparatively recent construction.
These In combination represent an Irregular
pentsgon flanked by bastions. On tbe rtvor
front tbe works are more pretentions, with bastloned
fronts and a revetment of lorty feet in height,
protected by a doep, wide ditch and a covered
way and rlscls. The ditch can be tilled from the river
when necessary. Between the town and Kalafat, on
the opposite side of the Danube, there is an Island
which the Rassians solsod In 1853, when attacking
Widdin. Kalafat has until now beon tbe regular ttu
df. poni of Widdin nnd covcred tho communication bo-
twoon that town and Western Roumanla. Since tho
srmy ol Prince Charles hss Joined tbe Russian lorccs
Kalafat has been occupied In forco and lortlfled by tbe

Roumanians, and artillery duels occur at intervals be*
twoon them and tbe Turks in Widdin. It will be
reniemberod that quite recently a Turkish gun¬
boat, built at l'ostb, was captured when
attempting to pass tbe Roumanian batteries at
Kulatat. As Widdin Is ouo of tbe most Im¬
portant Turkish fortresses on the Duoubo the desperate
coudilion of tbe Turkish causo Is proved by its virtual
abandonment to bombardmont and siege by tbe Rufso-
Roumanian army. Should Widdin tall tbe Turks must
leave tbe Servian frontier and abandon their bold on
Bosnia and Herzogovlna, lor tbelr oblol base of opera-
tious would be IobU Ihe capture of Widdtn by too in¬

vading army would immensely facilitate operations in
Western Bulgaria.
Below Widdtn are the minor fortresses ol Lom and

Rahova,the flrst thirty aud tbe second sixty-eight
miles Irom Widdin, but neither are of a character to
present any dlftloultles to an army orosslug In tbelr
immedlato vicinity. Rnbova bas two detnehed forts
armed with light pieces, but the construction of tho
works Is defective. Certainly they cannot resist rifled
artillery. Between Raliova and Nicopolis, or Nikopol,
tbere are no aefonsive works. Nikopol, forty-
eight miles from Rabova, Is now in the hatds

of the Russians, and Is an Important capture.
The towu ts built un a height immediately
over tbe river banlc, to which It has been
connected by nn enclosure with earthen parapets,
revetted, and a ditch flanked with flat bastions. From
Its position Nikopol can bo made n strong t<!(e <ie jxtrif,
covering one ot tbe line.< of retreat, whtcb tho Rus¬
sians will naturally socareatall Important putnis along
tbe Danube.
Below Nikopol and distant trora It twenty-four

miles. Is tho town and fortress of Slstova, also occupied
by the Russians after their crossing from Situnii/t on

the 27th. Sistova is built on two hills close to tho
river, whtcb are crowned by substantial works. Tbe
town Is defended by au enceinte o( earthwork, flanked
by bastions and covored by a ditch. The Jantia unites
with tho Danube below Bistova and form* a good
line covering Kustcbnk, but the Russians have crossed
In lorco botweeu tbe Juntra and tbo last uamed
fortress, thus making tho river a doicnce for thoir

operations instead of finding it an obsiaclo. Rustchuk
hns been frequently described in thu Hkkai.d. It Is
now all but reduced to ruins by tho persistent bom¬

bardment of tho last five days. It Is distant from

Slstova about thirty-seven miles. Gturgovo,

the Roumanian town opposite Ru.slchuk,
la now coraplotolv surrounded by Russian
batteriop. Those fronting oa thu Danube
aro now bombarding Rustchuk. Turtukal la thirty-
Ave miles down the river from Rustchuk, and is op¬
posite, or uearly bo, Oltonltza, which Is occuplcd by
the Russians. Tho attempt to cross hero his tailed lor
the present, and Indued It looks its if It was only in¬
tended as a feint to kcop tho Turks between Rustchuk
and Sllistria engaged while tho real crossings worn in

progress olsawhere. Turtukal is not a regular fortress,
but is defended by fluid works recently eractod along
the river. From Turtukal to Sllistria it is thirty miles.
The last named fortress Is at the uorthcastorn angle
ol the quadrilateral, and since the occupation of tho
Dobrurischa by the Russians represents the right ol the
Turkish line lor the dofence of the Danube. It Is, as

recently described lu tho Hkkald, an important place
ol strength, defended by a bastioned encslnlo and by
detnehod torts constructed on tho crests of thu hills
Immcdlaioly In roar of the town. The heights still
furttior in tho roar of Sillstrla command it, and It in
probable that it the Russians succeed in Eeixlng them
Sllistria will speodtly tall.

bled on Tuesday evening at dusk.
Silently and steadily battalion after bat¬
talion and battery after battery moved into
its assigned position, the greatest possible
care being taken to avoid attracting atten¬
tion. The most perfect order and discipline
prevailed, and every man acted as if the
issue of the war depended on the manner

in which ho executed his individual duty.
WAITING FOB THE DAWN.

The point selected for the landing on the
Bulgarian side was about two miles below
Sistova, where it had b«.*n previously as¬

certained by efficient Russian spies that the
oiroumstanoes wore favorable. The men

slept little that night, the ground
being damp, and the morning was

awaited with feverish anxiety. Not
a sound was heard but the tramp of men as

they moved into their places, or the dull
noise made by wagon or artillery wheels.
The orders were given in subdued tones,
and as few lights aa possible were visible.
It was a night of deep suspense and of

eager hope for the soldiers who, on the
morrow, yrere to be face to face with the
hated Moslem.

THS FIB9T DETACHMENT STARTED.

At dawn on Wednesday morning the
order to move was given, every man fell
into his place and the work of crossing the
river in face of the enemy was begun. A
number of boats had been collected, and
into these the first detachment stepped
after a few encouraging wordB from their
officers. The boats were pullerl briskly out
into the stream and made straight for tho
Bulgarian shore, followed by the eager eyes
of their comrades. The troops composing
this advanced guard were all picked men,
and a finer or more soldierly set of fellows
could not be seen.

THE TUBES OPEN FIRE.

Their movement was observed from the
Bulgarian side, and a heavy fire was opened
on the boatB from the Turkish artillery.
Tho boats pnshed gallantly on, however,
and as they neared the other shoro the
Turkish infantry commenced a vigorous
fusillade. Detachment after dctaohinent fol¬
lowed from the Russian side in boats, and
as they ran in toward the enemy's position
they returned the musketry fire with good
effect The Russian batteries meanwhile

kept up a terrific cannonade to cover the

landing.
A LANDING EFFECTED,

As tho first boats dashed into tho bank
tho men leaped ashofe with a ringing cheer
and immediately formed a strong skirmish
line to protect the landing. Boat after boat

pushed in and compuny after company dis¬

embarked, and soon a sufficient force was

assembled to justify an attack on the nearest
Turkish position. Tho Turkish infantry
were vigorously charged and after a brief
but desporate struggle were drivon from
the landing place at the point of the

bayonet.
PBOMPT AND EFFECTIVE WOIUK.

By seven o'clock a whole brigade was

across, and the movement was kept up
without a moment's interruption or delay.
Everything had been provided lor with
wonderful foresight, and the orders of the
commanders were executed with the greatest
promptness and precision. At noon a wholo
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The Russian Advance Across the Danube,

division was over, and another division

ready to start at a moment's notice on the
lloumanian shore.

SEIZING THE HEIGHTS NKAB SI8T0VA.

At nine o'clock in the morning a body of
Turkish infantry, 3,000 strong, was pushed
forward and commenced an attack on the

troops that had been landed.
A sharp fight ensued, bu( the Turks were

in a short timo driven back by tho fire of
the Yoliehine brigade. This brigade, fol¬

lowing up its first victory, soon after took

possession of the heights near Histovn and
established thomselves firmly there, so as

to protect the landing of the troops which
followed them.

BISTOVA OCCUPIED AND THE DANUBE BRIDGED.

Bo successful has tho movement across

the river been at this point that the Turkish
resistance has been completely overcome

and tho llussians occupied Bistova on

Thursday. As soon ns that operation was

completed a bridge was thrown across the
Danube and the whole Eighth corps moved
over to the Bulgarian side.

A GATJ.A NT YOITNO PIUNCE.

Many officers and soldiers greatly distin¬

guished themselves during the execution
of this brilliant movement, but the

youngest son of the Grand Duke Nicholas
did so in a particularly brilliant manner.

THE OBAKD DUKE ON THE OBOITND.

The Grand Duke Nicholas himself, with
General Nepokortschitzky, chief of staff of

the army of the Danube, and the whole
staff of the Grand Duke, arrived over later
on. Tho Grand Duko expressed himself

highly gratified at the conduct of the

troops throughout tho day, and indeed he
could not be otherwise than pleased. The
ltussians fought splendidly, and no one

who hail tin opportunity of witnessing their

magnificent work that day when faoo to face
with the Turks could for a moment doubt
their superiority. Their loss was compara¬
tively light.
Ten thousand Russians occupied tho

Island of Borcca, opposite Kalarash, and

probably landed near Silistria. Thus the
movement embraced the entire Turkish de¬
fence line of the Danube.

CBOSSINO AT WIDDIN.

It is also bolievod that tho crossing was

successfully effected at Widdin. Tho Rou¬
manians had established on the neighbor¬
ing islands in the river forts from which tho
landing was covered.

TO IHK LAST CABTBIDOE.

At nearly all points appalling slaughter
occurred. The Turks exhibited the most

desporate valor and in many instances ex¬

pended thoir last cartridges before retiring.
They were evidently surprised by tho sud¬
denness of the Russian attack and were no¬

where fully prepared to meet it.
TWO CITIES IN FLAMES.

Owing to tho tcrriblo severity of
tho bombardments of Nicopolis and
Widdin, both towns aro in flames,
and tho Turkish stores in tho
latter aro in imminent dangor of
destruction. The destruction of Widdin by
lire will bring matters to a crisis in the gar¬
rison, oven if it is able to hold out against
tho Russian and Roumanian invaders.

THE KKT OP TUB DANUBE.

Tho Russian position at Sistova is of
eminent strategical value because it gives its

possessors the command of the whole
northeastern Danube portion of Bul¬

garia, rendering cosy the circumventing
of the chain of Turkish fortresses

which reach to the Balkans. In other
words, the famous quadrilateral, about which
so much has been said, can bo converted
into four isolated fortresses. Of course, the
Russians do not expect to get past such a

strong fortress as Shumla without a desper¬
ate fight.

never ready at the decisive moment.

Many theories aro advanced to account
for the carelessness of the Turks. The sim¬

ple truth is that they did not expect their
enemies. It is certain, in any event, that
their inattention to the duties which they
were posted upon the Danube to perform
has greatly contributed to the genoral buc-

cess of Wednesday.
the part which summer plated.

Above Turnn-Miirgureli, at the mouth of
the Aluta River, and at Katnovac Island,
opposite Islus, the Russians were permitted
to make a quiet embarkation. They found
easy concenlmemt among the trees and
underbrush. On the island of Varniin,
below Simnitza and opposite Sistova, like¬
wise, there was a dense growth of under¬
wood, and behind this cover the Eighth
corps embarked on bnrges. The pontoons
were joined together with rafters, and clear¬
ing the eastern point- of the island the long
floating bridge was soon Bwung into
the stream and floated to tho other side of
the river, tho landing being effected on

tho edge of a wide-spreading plain.
I he lurks had only three battalions
ftnd a few badly served cannon to op¬
pose tho disembarkation, and made only
a slight and ineffectual resistance. Tho

garrison of Sistova had evidently
trustod to tho fivo kilometors (three
and three-quarter miles) 6f water,
formed by the many islands, for
protection. This account of the crossing at

Sistova is obtained from official sources at

Bucharest, and will be seen todiffor slightly
as to minor detuils fj-om the description of a
hkralo correspondent, an eye witness to
the passage, given bolow.

OFFICIAL confirmation.

The following telegram was received in
St Petersburg yesterday morning from
the Grand Duko Nicholas:."Tho dif-
ficult and complicated task of cross-

ing the Danube is achieved. Sistova
and tho surrounding heights are in our

hands. General Dragoiniroffs division,
with mountain artillery, was the first to j
cross, the Volhynian regiment leading the
van. Ihero aro now (tho evening of the
27th) on the other side the Eighth army
corps and the Fourth rifle brigade. Tho
Ihirty-lilth division is now crossing."

All the troops of General Zimmerman
have crossed the Danubo at Galatz.
The Fourth army corps, from tho interior

of Russia, is now entering Roumania vi*

Rolgrad.
proclamation BT THE CZAR to the BULGA¬

RIAN'S.

The (.zar issued the following proclama- j
lion to the Bulgarians:.
My troop* have crossed the Danube. Today they

enter your tcrntory, where they have already
'

seven times fought for the amelioration of the lot
of the christian Inhabitants of Turkey, Russia
still bears the wmo love ami solicitude
toward all Christians in Turkey ax wh«.n
she secured the liiierstlon of 8ervia ami Hon-
msnia. J have confided t0 my army the
miwlon ol sccoruic U«e sacred rights of

your nationality, which yon have acquired
by centuries of suffering and the blood of martyrs
which has Honked your soil. Russia's mission is to

build up, cot to destroy. Hhe is called by the

decrees of Providence to conciliate and pacify
all races and denominations in those

parts of Uulgarla. inhabited by a mixed population.
Henceforth the Russian arms wlli protect every
Christian against all violence. Not vengeance
but strict equity will guide our act*."
The proclamation promises also equal

protection to Mussulmans but impartial justice
upon known participators In atrocities. It urges
the abandonment ot intestine dls*eusions and

announces that as fast aa the Russians

advance Turkish rule will be replaced by
regular organizations in which the native
inhabitants will be summoned to take part under

t!ie supreme direction of special authorities sad

Bulgarian legions will be formed to serve aa

the nucleus of a local armed force des>

lined to maintain order and security. Tin

proclamation concludes"Follow faithfully the

instructions of tho Russian authorities. Therein
lie your strength and security. With humility I

pray the Lord to grant us victory over the enemies

of Christianity and to bend down His blessing upon
our lust cause."'

ANOTHER MONTENEGRIN VICTOBY.

The Herald correspondent at Knin tele¬

graphs that Mahomet Ali attacked the

Montenegrin position in the district of
Marntschin on Thursday, and a desperate
engagement ensued. BWh stdos fought
with great bravery, but finally the Turks
were repulsed with great loss.

TDK DOBRUDBHA PRACTICALLY WO*.

The special correspondent of the Hebald
fit Bucharest confirms tho report already
cabled of the evacuation of Tchernavoda
and Medjidi by the Turks. The Russian!
are now within twelve miles of Tcheroavoda
and all refiistunce to their advance in the
Dobriulnha miiy be said to be practically at
an end.

A RUSSIAN BEPULBE NEAB 2EWIN.

The Herald correspondent with the
Turks at Erzerouxn telegraphs that on Mon-
day 10,000 Turks, commanded by Fegi
Pacha, had an engagement near Zewin
with 16,000 Russians. The Tnrks oc¬

cupied a strongly intrenched posi¬
tion, which tho Russians assaulted. They
were drivon back repeatedly, but several
times renewed the assault, and fought with
great bravery. Though superior in num¬

bers the strength of the Turks' position
more than counterbalanced this advantage,
and they were eventually repulsed. The
Russian loss was very heavy.

BAJAZID 1LECA ITCHED.

The same correspondent reports that th«
Turks havo recaptured Bajazid after a sharp
struggle, and the Russian left wing is now
surrounded by Mukhtar dacha's forces.
The Russian loss in this battle is stated by
the Turks to be 3,000, but the number is
probably much exaggerated.

W1IKKK MUKHTAR IS.

A despatch lrom Eraroam, dated Jnne 25, says:.
"Mukhtar 1'acha Is at Yenikol. He is expected to
rejoin the centre at Xcwin to-morrow."

A DANOKHOUS ATTACK ON THE BEAR.

A Russian column, 16,000 strong, arrived before
Khorassan in the rear of the Turkish centre on the
28th. Captain Mehcmcd, with a brigade, has occu¬

pied Kuprlkor, to the west of Khoras.tan. Nino hun¬
dred and eight wagons, with ammunition have been
sent to Mrakhtar Pacha's camp.

HOT WORK IN STORK FOR nOBAKT.
It Is reported here m trustworthy circles that

Russia has given Mr. Whitehead, the torpedo In¬
ventor, ao order lor 100 fltth torpedoes, to be tie-
h patched to the lilack Sea and the Danube. The
Russian government is rosolvod, If possible, to
destroy or drive away all tho Turkish monitors in
or near the mouths of the Danube, and then assume
the offensive with the Iron-clads they have al
NIcolaieiT and Home torpedo vessels now construct.
Ing at St Petersburg.

A DANUKROl'fl NEMiHBORIIOOn.
A despatch to the Times from its Pera correspon-

dent says:."A private letter to me confirms tho
report that Sir Arnold Kcmhle and Captain Norman,
Kni(lish attaches, who were watching the opera¬
tions at Zcidekan on Jnne lfl, when the Rnsalana
deleaved the Turks, were pursued by Cossacks for
twentj-flve miles under the supposition U>at they
were connected with the enemy." The corre¬
spondent. also says:."One of the Russian prisoners
here, said to he the non-commissioned officer
Pouchklne, was killed l>y Jumping out of a window
in an attempt to escape.*'

NOW, KOR SWEET REVENUE'S SAKE.
The Bulgarians in tile DobrudMba ATt arming

against the Turks.
AI STRLA'S POSITION.

in the lower house ol the Austrian RetchsraUi
the Minister President, In reply to an Interpella¬
tion, said no offensive or defensive alliance with
Germany had been refused because none had been
asked by Germany. He added that the govern¬
ment still maintained Its declaration of neutrality.
Its relations with iorelgn Powers were the same
and there was no occasion for the mobilizatton 01
defensive forces.

SIIE WIM. NOT BE I.ESS WATHI1 Ft I..
Should events occur, however, rendering tho re¬

inforcement of troo{ts on the frontier necessary,
the government reserved to Itself power to take
such measures as the protection of the immediate
Interests on the frontier might require. The faot
that the government hail hitherto deemed these
measures unnecessary, and from a regard for Its
financial position still dispensed with them, waa
a guarantee that It wonkl not adopt them prema*
turcly nor to a greater or less extent than might tw
necessary.

THE 1.4 WS or WAR.
The Tirnr* in its leading article says:."Neutral

States are palnfnlly interested by the reports that
the Russians have been violating the laws of war
by the Infliction of wanton injury. If thev de¬
liberately directed their guns against Uie consulate!
and deienceiess parts ot Rustchnk their gulit it snr
passed only by their folly, and that folly would be all
the more glaring, because, if, as reported, they
continued to fire on the Knglish Consulate after the
Consul hoisted the American flag, they would have
gone out of their way to assail a power peculiarly
irlendly to themselves. It is difficult to believe the
Russians would have deliberately inflicted such an
outrnge and it Is woll to remember that similar
chariea Invariably accompany every bombard¬
ment."

PROROGATION OF THE TTTRXmH CHAMBERS.
In the Turklah Chamber of Deputies yesterday

the President announced that he had received
orders irom the Sultan to declare the session of the
Clumbers closed. The Deputies would, however,
contiuuo to hold their position as representative^
and it was possible they might be assembled for
extraordinary session to deliberate upon a "Batia-
factory subject," it is thought, this expression waa
meant to allude to a posaible conetasion of Beace.


